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Rufus E. Miles , /r. 


The Scrange Myth of Half a Million 
American Lives Saved 


Of ail the political and 

military decisions in history, few have been subject to more analysis and 
comment than the atomic bombings of Hiroshima and Nagasaki. It is mys¬ 
tifying, therefore, that historians have not long ago exploded the demonstra¬ 
ble myth that those attacks probably saved half a million lives of Amencan 
soldiers, sailors, and marines, and prevented numerous British fatalities and 
vast numbers of Japanese deaths, as President Truman alleged in his auto¬ 
biography a decade after the wars end. 1 

Such a justification was neither needed nor used by President Truman in 
the weeks immediately following the obliteration of Hiroshima, followed 
within days by the surrender of Japan, since the public overwhelmingly 
approved of the action. As time went by, however, and questions were 
increasingly asked about the necessity and wisdom of bunching the age of 
nuclear weapons in this manner, estimates of deaths averted were adduced 
as an important element—perhaps the most important element—of the moral 
justification for Truman's decision. 

By the time historians were given access to the secret files necessary to 
examine this subject with care, the myth of huge numbers of American, 
British, and Japanese lives saved had already achieved the status of accepted 
history. Even when secret wartime documents were declassified, historians 
did not focus on the striking inconsistencies between these documents and 
those parts of the principal decision-makers' memoirs that dealt with esti¬ 
mates of lives saved. Had they done so, and followed the subject where it 
led, they would have been forced to conclude that the number of American 
deaths prevented by the two bombs would almost certainly not have ex¬ 
ceeded 20,000 and would probably have been much lower, perhaps even 
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if we could judge by previous experience, enemy casualties would be much 
larger than our own. 4 

Stimson's estimate of the c onsequences of what he implied was the only 
effective alternative to the use of the bomb thus became the main reference 
point for the rest of the 1940s and, as a result, has been influential ever 
since. 5 Neither in the Harpers article* nor in his autobiography, published 
later in 1947, did Stimson divu lge an y.'specifi c source of this forbidding 
estimate of casualties or when and how it had been calculated. It was simply 
implied that the casualty projections had been thoughtfully and carefully 
arrived at within the War Department. 

Six years later, Winston Churchill described in his memoirs the mutual 
massacre that he imagined was avoided by the unforgettable flight of the 
"Enola Gay" over Hiroshima and the instantaneous destruction of the city: 

1 had in my mind the spectacle of Okinawa island, where many thousands 
oi Japanese, rather than surrender, had drawn up in line and destroyed 
themselves by hand-grenades after their leaders had solemnly performed the 
rite of hara-kiri. To quell the Japanese resistance . . . might well require the 
loss of a million American lives and half that number of British. . . . Now all 
this nightmare picture had vanished. In its place was the vision—fair and 
bright indeed it seemed—of the end ot the whole war in one or two violent 
shocks. . . . Tq avert, a vast, indefinite butchery, to bring the war to an end, 
to give peace to the world, today healing hands upon its tortured peoples 
by a manifestation of overwhelming power at the cost of a few explosions, 
seemed, alter all our toils and perils, a huracl^ of deliverance.^ 

Both men thus presented the issue as if the sole practical alternative to the 
use of atomic bombs was an immense, long, and bloody invasion of the 
heartland of Japan, but neither provided any support for this belief. They, 
apparently assumed that this premise would be accepted without question, 
and it was, even though it was severely flawed. Where the statements differ 
is that Churchill pictures a million American deaths, while Stimson had men¬ 
tioned a million American disunities, implying, on the basis of Pacific expe¬ 
rience, a filth as many deaths. (Casualties include injured and temporarily 

4. Henry L. Stimson. "The Decision to Use the Atomic bomb," //wr/vr's Magazine. February 

5. See, for example. Herbert Feis. 77ic Atomic Month ami Mu- F.mt of Wor/*/ War It (Princeton: 
Princeton University Press. 19t>6). p. 12; and The Harvard Nuclear Study Croup, Urmy uuih 
Nuclear Wmp»iis.(New York: bantam books. P>«3), pp. 72. 73. 

b. Winston S. Churchill, the Scum/ Wur/i/ War. Vo!. b. I'rmntvh and Tnivnlu (bostun: Mouehton 
Mitflin. 1953), pp. 63S-h39. 
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Strategy Number One: A Negotiated Peace 


m, smg.) This discrepancy led me to search for its origin and, in doing so 
o find much more than the careless and imprecise use of terms and figures 
The purpose of the analysis that follows is to show that, if a derision had 
been taken notto use A the atom.c bomb, there were three nonnuclear strate- 
S'es each of which was considered in some degree by President Truman 
and his military and civilian advisers, and all three of which could have been 
. T d .' Sonat,m ; w,lh an extremely high probability of success and with a 
^ relatively small^nurnber of deaths. The firkin fact, might have achieved its 
purpose with no fatalities ataH. A fourth alternative-the massive invasion 
c f Honshu if all else, failed-wiil be shown to have been clearly unrealistic 
urthermore, there is a compelling case that, even if it had occurred the 
number of American deaths would have been nowhere near half a million 
he following analysis of the four courses of action seeks to understand why 

menT' U *‘ d %«an in their 

memoirs. The use of the atomic bombs must have been based largely on 

other considerations than the saving of hu^n^iK^of American lives'. Yet ..,-10 

he myth persists that this was the most important factor in the decision. i 

rit __ -y 

In the spring of 1945, evidence mounted that the capacity of the Japanese 
air force to defend its homeland against escalating bombardment had rapidly 
deteriorated. This information, accompanied by a sharp drop in losses of 
American planes and pilots, convinced Acting Secretary of State Joseph Crew 
hat the Japanese would be open to a negotiated peace. Crew believed that 
he Japanese were so nearly beaten by the end of May 1945 that there was 
an excellent chance that they would capitulate~ s^on th ereof ifthe uncon- 
dihonal surrender doctrine Truman had inherited from Roosevelt were pub¬ 
licly interpreted by Truman to allow retention of the Japanese Emperor-the 
revered symbo! of the thousand-year-old Japanese dynasty. Crew was the 
only official of Cabinet status or of high military rank with access to the 
resident who had had lengthy experience in Japan (ten years as U S Am¬ 
bassador there) and thus was able to assess the attitudes of Japan's ruling 

weeks after'v.^Da v/ ^ TrU ™" °‘ ^ ^ 

and Trurrun, A!*m*»irs. Vul. 1. pp. 415-417 '* ™ 
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enormous devastation throughout Japan. Un m , ater 

trously impainng Japan s ca F y Jr sed b Crew ' s arguments but 

him discuss his proposals «**.**«*»**» 
l„d !he Navy and .ho loin. Chiefs of Suaff. Crew did so on .he follow,ng 

“% “"incidence, on .he same day on which Crew me. wi.h Tmman. Harry 
Hopkins, Rooseve..-s wi.h 

- i» -w -.»^ ?£2ffs wHA; air'ih':!::: »n^ 

CreAs recommendation didmnju.wever, come as a new idea .0 ho* 
oresen. The Join. Chiefs had been presumed a month earl,or w„h a report 
Tr m ,he,r planning staff .ha. contained the following state-men.: The eon- 
: ep. of 'unconditional surrender is foreign u> .he Japane^na.u-neredore 
'unconditional surrender' should be defined in terms understandable to 
laoanese who must be convinced that destruction o r national jmigd c is 

- STibcould be done at the governmental level by a 'declaration o 
intentions' which would tell the Japanese what their future holds. Onu- 
convinced of the inevitability of defeat, it is possible that a government epu 
be formed that would sign and could enforce a surrender instrument. 
"Secretary of War St.mson and Secretary of the Navy James Forrestal seemed 
especially^receptive to such a "declaration ot intentions, but not eager to 
issue it immediately for reasons that were not clear to Crew. St.mson, almost 
totally preoccupied with the diplomatic and military implications of 
atomic bomb' scheduled for test in early to mid-July, had been discussing 
the use of the bomb with Truman, including the probable need to make 


tr i i n,- Armu Ceur-eeC Marshall. General <1 the Army H.H. ArttulJ. and 

8. The Wiir R i/Hirn uf Central of llu Army X • 14471 on. 440-444. 

Heel Admiral Crmtl /. K«<X (Philadelphia: J u - ‘PP^ ^ Harper & Bros.. W48). p. 403. 

9. Robert I>. Sherwood. Roland Hu,*m> (New Yo *.^ S( J IS A P nl 

10. Joint Chut* of Stall. 924/15. Report by |o-> Suit 

1949 Modern M.lilary Branch. Nat.ooal Archives. »M A o/lU/4.1 Sc-ct.t 
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• l i_ iu 0 c,» who ssid to him thJt 
"Admiral Leahy said he couldof the Japanese that we will 
unless we obtain the uncunditif^al 3^r ^ fonJseeable future, 

have lost the war. He feared no me unconditional surrender. What he 

even if we were unsuccessful in f ^ a ^ dinona i surrender would result 
did fear was that our and thereby increasing our casualty 
only in making th£ J P n " 

lists He did not think this was at all necess ry 

the door open for Congres PP feel that he could take any 

onjhis 

By July the month of the Potsdam co ^ r ^ y ^tellpedTery much as 
and Stalin-the momentum cf M f nister Togo, at the Emperor’s 
Grew had predicted. On mbas «d« r in Moscow, Naotake Sato, to 

behest, instructed the Japanese ^ ^ Emperor wanted the war ended 
inform Foreign Commissar^ i puminare Konoye to Moscow with 

immediately and wibhe terms presumably short of the 

power to negotiate a peace on a mw * ‘ Ambassador Sato was rebuffed 

unacceptable sacrifice of the imp*, nn Union as an intermediary, 

in his efforts to gain the cooperation surrender 

in urge part because the Soviets we ^ P alu . * enter 

before the U.S.S.R. could carry ou b ^ ^ spol ls.' s On the next day, 

the war against Japan an 'Successful atomic test at Alamogordo, New 
July 13. three days before intercepted and decoded the cables be- 

| Mexico, naval intelligence moni or Ambassador Sato in Moscow, 

tween Foreign Minister Togo in Tokyo and AmbassaO 

surrender is the* only obstacle to peace. ... 

i -o whitsoever of winning the Soviet Union to 
Sato to Togo: "There is no charu. ‘ the basis S et forth in your ca- 

our side and of obtaining her suppo thtf fact and act accord- 

bles. . . . Japan is defeated. . • • We mus 

ingly. . 
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August , thus staking ou, a share ot 

— J “ «“ 

d 'szziz ^ “ 

^ f ju e Hiroshima bomb was dropped 0 1 S 

lB s ree " l ‘ ! ' h ‘- . ” w „„„ Japan-'on August 8. The Nagasaki bomb 

Union. as^mtsed. ^'a"td JJ^ ^ „„ August 10, on the 

was released on Augus • )- P yu e United States accepted 

condition that they could keep t eir m ‘ certain stipulations. Three 

SBSSS^gsssssu-. 

j-":-- saa-asass: 

(the same condition that btc. _ ^ kk-red bv several people to have 

by the end of luly. was subs^uont y so, s Am „ng those who thought 

h^SaUumanoutside 'J* EJL Baldwin, military 

so in retrospect, in addition to c re wh,^wu,f - o( 

anatyst for The J-* 1*. the v iew expressed by Sec 

Decision to Surrender. Espc ‘ Y fi autobiography. co-authored with 

retary of War Stimson. as staled m h light of the final 

McCeorge Bundy. "It is “i "_ ilion ' 0 ( American willingness to 

surrender, that a dearer '^"-arlier ending ,0 the war. . . . 

retain the Emperor would h p a( Ud^rs it was always necessary 

But in .he view of Stimson and his ^ would L* on any 

to bear in mind that at eaa*V , weakness." 11 At another point Bundy 
“■S-^lyon the^guestion of the ^ , , 

lh Obvujusly, If the Crew-Stimson 
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Sombtny and Blockade Until N 
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During (his period th* n * date <‘he schedule have 0CCUr «d 
ar >d intensified its ajr b n ‘* ed States w ouid have tieh/^ 11 ^ Sl ° n % us hu. 
‘he deteriorating CO ndi ,mbard ni«nt. Th is hypothesfs b “ S 563 block ^e 
evidence that /ap an wouLY Senses and tT 6 * ' m ° b °' d rdief 

‘he invasion of Kvush * ^ SUrren dered before m h accumuJa tion of 
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*f*«s make this dear ’ ° iWin S ex- 
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coastal waters Tht P ' v “ h P<anes and t „, F f et augmented hvHm^ 
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—- 2 I !!^ 8 '^hed bfstim'T,"™ WaS 

---^J^assess the effects 
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Survey interviewed 

„ the air attacks. Th. officials. polU.cai and 

hundreds of Japanese mtluarv J , num bers of Japanese tec 

economic ieaders. £££ .he'Ulus® of *. S-ey was. 

ords. At the end of this b - d su0 ported by the 

^33S=£a3s«3S, 

no invasion had been p rhurchill Truman, 

,-ii-ihle to Stimson, Churcnm. 

These and other reports were a showed no evidence of 

and others when they wrote thetr memo,- ^ ^ ^ prM e„.ed by 

having paid any attend® to those compatible with the dear 

the Survey and its conclusions are mp y bon.lv. as many 

implication of the* men that ' „ a , ivoly . a half-nuilion deaths "Ugh, 

as a million American ,„ nJ „( Japan. It. seems probable 

have had to be pa.d in battles m the hear ^ ^ ^ „ the tim , of the 
that What these memoirists me could be avoided by the use 

decision, they "^^a.ion made them realise that Japan 

atomic weapons, although Id'iUfiB- — in , eUiBwn « a- sessments had led 
was closer to surrender than earhe n ^ h ^ , responsi b,U,y 

thenTuTbeliece- But that « no. what J(- ^ however. many unan- 

mate this distinction dear. Eve remained, 

le red questions and Incan**-,s wool d itu av a„ab,e.after the 

According to this second scenario .b**l ^ ^ ^ inJ helowjhou- 

war's end, American casualties *' ou CL . r tainly not exceeding 3,000 an 

sands, with the number of deal s a ^ destruction of Japanese air 

probably considerably less J° £ |rom bombing missions over Japan 
power that American aircraft loS ". ua lo 0 .4 percent in July. Nava 

__ _ 

-7 ~ Bombing Survey, from 'The ™*£ al J^So^^HTinting 

27. The United Stales B » tjumiiiler (Washington. D C... UA ^ 

Waller Wilds. *d.. /«)«» > 

Ottttv. W‘). P- 13 ‘ 
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the Emperor was' lhm\^ “’ P">'war , a , ' *‘™ e Minister in the 
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' j. _ th ,» th ev could retain their sovereignty— 

in ApriT)that a statement to Jnpa thuir dire circumstances, end 

and by implication their Emperor-might. in thur 

't ",',en S between the United Status^ 

a path for fan decadeajh^h ^ ^ ocaimd . the 

; ,o make it appear that massive slaughter or starvation, or 

Japanese people wouldJ»ve' « and : lhal , from the Japanese stand- 

bo,h„ in an Allied mvasicn ^ ,hes,s was 

point, the bombings might prop y pres ident of the Japanese 

advanced two years ago by Dn Taro former aS . Ambassador 

MedJcaLAssociation, and by Ed ■ * evidence from Butow's Japan's 

oZt,o "s— ^ “ ,rem - iy quL ' s,i ' ,nabk '- 

Stretes, Numlvr 1/tn.r: A N..m.,h-r l«S M<«* -» K »'“" U 

thlt despite a tight naval blockade and extremely 
This scenario assumes th.it, P , . . as well as critical losses 

heavy bombing for three months after ear y g . • j apan «sc still 

against Soviet armies in Manchuna and ^.b.y Kc^a ; the ^ ^ 

would have wanted untU ^ the invasion of Kyushu, 

that they would not haxt surren scenario further assumes that 

scheduled to begin on November l, - • Department's plan 

«>* <»*•*" WOU ‘ d h 7 P ;r un t 3 d u- 11 have 1 the battle for 

- most S possibilities <?/ 

envisioned by the Strategic ^'"^“hTs approval ,0 the invasion plan J ) ^ 

The meeting at which Truman g _ J? ^ ^ convened on June 18, 

that became necessary, was an imp s taries 0 f War and Navy, the 
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, First, the presen, »• P ° intS ° ( thc meet- 

, Second ' ail pro,ect 10 n s one" P ' a " ' W «!* '"v-sion of HonZ ^ Joint 
2 SS for the N ° %UreS °" 

^ou/d have a firm hold °° Kyushu r by the end ^ i° ' h<? m,ntJ( es, 

n ° rth b >' a mountam range) ‘ wUhTt^ ^ Ulf K . Vush “ tepawedf 
not exceed the D rir- l h ful1 co ™roI of its • ( parated from the 

reports showed S ^ P* For Luzo^^ ^eids. "should 

* 25 P«™ dna h *££“" d «oa lt> . « S „r« (U ‘" 

'«5 in a*. p Jd& ' “ me “ ha ' Wglwr than lhe , 0 <£&&«>«. a ratio 

5 UW) Klinau. m,sh, 1 ,‘ ,U ”"""<-' d d y Admiral Leahy ab '? 1944 and 
expected casual/! .~ to ° ,ovv in view of ,h«~ ^ bout whether the 

a rustic casualty figure "f^K K " 1k *T»ied'that^. ‘ han 

Luzon losses of 3] non”, , ‘ Kyush « ^ould I,, ' J ht ,hou Kbt that 

«Sdal,i«o(4, H .he 

o. w h ^S::' na !—° k "“- 

"“"'on about the much h M,hs ” Th “ confirmed Adm ° U ' fc ' 

not a greater n » k h heavier casualties than ev ’ d * Leah y's i n f 0r - 

^io,f,cr,si^v d “' hs ' ^ -*> e r n ~° n owna -'*- 

Third, the War Depa„ m ™™" SaV ' h,s a PP™al to the ™ m,!nda, '°" »' 

suggested strongly that bv ,h P • anc * ( "’ en eraI Marshall's r 

japan would sun-ender c ^ tlme SOu,h «rn Kvushu 2 • mment °n it, 

Genera, MacAr^s - Cm“£ ^ ^ 

shows 13,741 u e . perat ’ons from I March i<Uj , u ' ' h record of 

22-0,.- - U S - k '» dd compared » ' «*r » I 

^%" 4 ™,hdh„ P di; rarauoof 

-- ' " "* m "*"S was 

35. Roy E. App/eh K i unt ‘ W5.* 

.« S„„ 0s 

35 . **S^STnSr 

wftne House on ,8 June 1945 - 
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■ . asua ui«.FinaUy..^m«,in S diJ!2UeSi> 

SS=£S 35 rH 

me final military engagement ,n^ je .. 7 , 000 - 8.000 deaths the pn 

^ h ~ r< r^- " 

^ - sure ,o be *" 

If this “worst-cass scenario and’if Japan had sonwlww «■ 

no’ w«W or had 

heyond November l W5. Russ .„ ns had entered the war. ^ ^ 

^S^n^-d the Japanese ‘"^.(maie o, 

point the Japanese had nol more than 20,000 and probably . 

deaths almost surely would have before the invasion, not m 

' less than 15.000 (5.000 for ait and „ added allowance of a.000 

,han 10.000 durins the invasion of Kyus 

for unforeseen losses). 

, c a St , n)I i. 1946 Imvsio" of H'»» h “ 

Straw V‘"" l,cr Four ■ A f S 

;u that which Stimson, Churchill, 
The fourth strategy is the one - ^ ", emative , 0 the Hiroshima 
and Truman implied would have ^ ^ ^ (oUowing assumptions, 
and Nagasaki bombings. K ush u, and 

1. That even after the defeat of Japanese forces^ on sou the fall 

after seven months ot ever-incre S lhs of bombing and strafing 

tmd winter of 1D45-46. incluidmg ^ an(J wou ld Ua ve held 

(rum the dose-,n airfields of Kyush 

out! a lotion of Japan's navy, merchant marine, and a, 

1 ThJ ' IZZZli would have held out: 
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lability, ZZ7 n h ZT S Pr ° grt ‘ SS Soviet arm , 

Poised and eager to ° ( Md ochuri a a 7 7**’ m *" P rob - 

, ^Pan ZV, "S'" "" «* on hSuI^T 

• n«l a/,or 0 ■ "° n,lnu<,d ••> stn, gs | e . m "" w «< and 

replace lost military e,, • ^Part's industrial 

‘ nflict extremely hea ^" prnen J' “ would have had fhe^h eSSen()a/ <o 
equipped and that rn y , iua,t,<? s on an enemv e therewithal to 
5- That the japanese D e "T ° fe ^ contr °lled the air ^ ' at Wai Su perbly 
** at or „ P e ;;“ P ~ P,e ' * *acg& portion o^T * *•“****> 
to continue to sun rvat, °n level, wouid ha u ° U d by then have 

, almost 

7 - And fcily ' surrender would have ge p, 

w ^ <>/ ^«r/d ^ 777717 ,he 2 - 9 - 2 - M<) ‘he u,u7d S 77 d some 50a000 

force. ^ ** —Id's bes t *7J * « Mvs ,«* 

PPM anny. navy, and air 

In addition to these « c 

after the conquest of Kyush^' 0 "*' fh '- S sa ‘ nar 'o asks th 

no more than 7,000-8,000 ' 7 ' C °‘ St °' UnJ er 15 . 0 ^ j b( ‘' ,CV ° that 
realized, if President Tn # and after ail o/ ’ tht- ab eaths and P r °bably 

> * *«*. -he,: izz: z b «" trisr?* had 

’ many more ^Panese IooT k ‘° COSt ^@ - mfflfen a ? *' inva *on 
credible. ^ h ^ould have appZdTnT * ath * ^ 

The puzzle is especially Cun f , ‘ Jt do « not seem 

Shmson's fi gure u , a miJ j^ nfoundin 8 when one seeks to t 
h,s 1947 Harjnr's article P° u ’ntial casualties—the r dot0rm,n e where 

systematic and thought^T fr<>ni * Th ^‘ «enw to be no^ * in 

estimate what i« would c i ' " ^ ^ mode by thVw any 

°ne is forced to conclude m Casualtl ?s or lives if H ^ Dt “ partm<? nt to 
top-of-the-head" ^ ""i **"“"* u U — invaded. 


Cr?^ 4$^ ov; 
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n p»nt>atud on various occasions after 
capacity to resist, and then uncntica y P 

the station had radically changed- may be found in an obscure 

One partial and plausible answer to .he pu ^ ^ he ,eU otfrce. 

letter that Truman wrote on January - ' b a (ormw Air force historian 

In reply to an inquiry by ^ said. -I asked Ceneral Mars a 

then a. the University o. Ch^h. ■ ,, n d onthcTqlcyo , 

|a, Potsdam! what it would cos. in invasion would cost 

nlaks in Japan. It was his opinion that *“ jnJ mi}1 h. cos. as many 

; minimum a quarter of a nflton ^ J ^ enemy. The other military me" 

| casualties, as Mamhah sure J, wuuldh^ ; 

rt e useThe Pacific ratio of as many as ?».»». 

a minimum of 50.1X10 American dealh. y ,., rs U er In h,s a»Uw 

quite different from the ti S ures osed \J sh „„|d be noted. « >» 

bioeraphy. Marshall's es.mia.e m his u ^ cosl In conduct a 

rponse to Truman's spec,he M«“"nn mention of any discussion as o 
massive invasion of Honshu, and , 0 mn ke the need lor such 

whether circumstances had by ‘he qucstuHiatte °ne “ 

invasion very remote and »*£**£„, that by then Marshal! 1C 
Marshall's biographers. horres b- an invasion could occur. T 

sore that Japan C eor S e A. Uncoin. one of the Army 

was also the view ot Bn K n 

too planners." . . | , st scenario is that the partiupa 

Perhaps the strangest par, .0 • wrole their memoirs and used thus 

the decision-making proccces-ihos d by ,he use uf the atomic bombs 

Sima.es of lives Iha, may have ^Jden. Truman in V*-* nm 

d hllf- miU d^jg^ -d 

' ' ---- -If S Tht 


Jg- Oeecor. 0** O. " 

3». Interview w.th Forrest Potf*.. ^ 16 , 1VK3. _ { Lincoln fell lhai 
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Slran S ulatj on of la D ,„ . . 

;r~ - 

"V used the fin,, ' 5-- ■ ■ ~ W3r ° n *“S™ 

■ h *™m^'2ctl myS ‘ ery 31 d ' a ' hs Planted 

% nej,^ouldi^~T“ Wl M »W *nd7bcyoZ r °Z ’ P ' 3n ' hal wc “W 

Po-ential American lossesT ^ ""«• »owev "ZT"^ ****■ 

\ TrUm an and others r a ! n °‘ m y s( enous Th* ' h an es dmate of 

, —.«-™*x d a , n he b ^r med by 3 «£££--7 .**«• * 

*??' the " use was actual ^ ^ PUblic th *<‘ horrible as^ " f ° per ’ 

? { I,ves - T he larger the inasmuch as it ^S\ at0m «cbombs 

Justified the action seemM c °' deaths averted the 3 U « e nu mber 
' he avvk ^ard alternative of h * afigeratin g <hese figures avoSd^^^^ 7 
circumstances and cons.de ^ V ~SJ°J«rthinJc and explain ' m,ar S e P a rt, 
bombs. cns.deratjons that influenced \hff * C ° mp,e * set of 

e decision to drop the 

Epilogue 

^ ^^le two bomb Umb " 0f Amencan 

=25 O 

traditional rationale f 0r Wha^T' 0 " *° dr ° P * e 

have been lost in an all777 ?jpEL ~t h at_half a million a 3yS ' ,S that th e / 

sim P'y does not hold un ' n ^ ,0n of Japan had the bo T^ “ Ves mi & h( 

^ explained , n so™ b - «J- 

^ — fo r ,he 'z;:r —- —^ 

* r uman: "Let the h 

weapon and never had* abOUt 1 re S ard cd the bomb 

ad — * - - S 5 

U ,t:> u se. and when 
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Stimson: 


rh rohil. he unhesitatingly told me h, favored the use 
I talked to Churehdl he ?n J the war. 

of the atomic bomb .1 it ■»'**>> - to b> . ahead 

„„ and 1942 they (the the firs, to bring 

JT~ - * - V '“ ffilld of blule. Furthermore, if we should 

atomic weapons into pon> w e should have a 0 

be the first to develop the ^ ^^^estructLQn. A 

instrument for shorten, n^h hear u suggested by the 

no time, from ,94, “J^^srble rnember of rhe government. 
Ptesidem. or by >n^^u ld Mt be u «d in the war. 
that atomic en gY ^r.an official 




b^ 




th a, aromid energy s ^ 

5 K wea P „ns in < 

bomb seems highly ? ^ ^ ow „ imprmhve ^ can K . no - . 



bomb seems h!ghl> P r “ waS - ts own imperative. can ^ no 

Truman. Chun.^^>^ ntw weapon- 

Have the Soviets help trie nf’their ma)or purposes b 

r:^b 
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I'Hcrnnt mitn/ 


Strung I ]4( , 


( j^-P— A> 




- »44~- <l> ^fcr~'- 


S U 


i) 


/SS«,r i,h ‘7 hdp frum *h»- U S s r 

■" £r ,h - - w 

A - S,J that might go bov j M u S ‘" n po,l,lcli and milif P ° S lht ‘>' hod done 

- Mj y 28 S, 1 tnt ,M " , ‘ U « r -'-CH a f am ^ S ,n E -< 

administration of Japan PWt ‘ d to Participate in the ' <>P in!> hjJ reported 

^°rnb were* fn h». ' ^<tm.s\comnji»#^i.. , ^ ) be imagined 

«* Js «* ^nuTl^r^ 5t 

fn,m him to General M \ C ° ncern * well illustratST* USt> *°uid be as 
••TOptaj | JpJn . • 4 «I«B "-ilhin hours after l*' 5 ',* l>^ '''' , """wiMi 

rr p " n *'" 'ho Chinese "' “""W a ° rd "^ <1* 

n:;:,h. ' r 

- a ■ rrr^- r*- -.* - ■• «**, 

in '•!?•«ni tile slX'ts ""■ h'iiliherof lives’ "."'V Kt '' a ' U '' "' ™J 

«srt>ndi„ B fiofitieai demand""' T''" m ' Khl ^ '-'W miliul."' '' f,,T " v, '">'» 

; ‘•‘nces on Truman when L ~ ~ — Asia—were alnuM ' K ‘" Qji <lmJ rt,r - 

hindsight, for that deci • ^ m ‘ ,d '‘ his dwi *'‘»n in p or J. SU ™ ,y Stro "K influ. — 
mosphere that sum, 77 VV ° U,d bt ‘ »« ignore th* J ' T ° ,au,t h,m - in 
Why were then d ^,n. Th t m arcu "**nces and at- 

the war. without thd^nu"?* 8 ^ a,nit,s Pi>w not^cond n . >Pnjte <,UosWon «: | 
nation of nuclear wean ” pUvd ° n the United <5,°?'* termind hng » 

. ^r^STZTr^ 

fa,se should help to op 1 ' 1 ' V lr Ww P° n s- Discovering th " gu ^U'h'macy (o 
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